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BATTALION CHIEF MC GRATH: The date is 
Wednesday, December 26, 2001. The time is 1125 
hours. 

This is Battalion Chief James McGrath of the 
Fire Department of City of New York. I'm 
conducting an interview with Peter Fallucca 
assigned to Engine 16, now working in Engine 153 
in Staten Island. 

It will be regarding the events of September 
11, 2001. 

Q. Pete, if just say your name and your company, 
and then in your own words, kind of relate everything 
that you can remember from when you received the alarm 
up through the collapses. 

A. All right. My name is Peter Fallucca, 
assigned to Engine 153 in Staten Island. On September 
11, I was on rotation in Engine 16 in Manhattan. 

Starting right from the very beginning, I was 

in the house watch, sitting in the house watch at 
quarters of Engine 16. I heard it come over on the 
scanner. I heard -- I was actually sitting in the 
house watch. I actually heard -- sounded like the 
plane flew over our quarters, and I said to myself, I 


said, that sounds low for Manhattan for a plane to be 
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flying so low, and then two seconds later it came over 
on the scanner. 

I heard the guy say, "A plane just hit the 
World Trade tower. Send every available ambulance you 
got," I heard him say on the scanner. My lieutenant 
came running in. He said, "Did you hear that? Did you 
hear that?" I said "Yeah. He said a plane just hit the 
trade center," and we Knew we were going to get sent in 
on that. 

We suited up, and within two minutes, we were 
sent on the third alarm. We were on our way down 
there. We took the FDR Drive, and we could see the 
first building that was hit on the FDR Drive, and you 
could see an enormous hole in the side of the building 
from the FDR Drive, the first building that got hit. 

You could see all the papers flying around 
it, all the -- you know, I guess the stationary from 
all the offices. When I first looked, I thought it was 
seagulls flying. There was so many, looked like 
seagulls at the dump, and we got down there, and as we 
are pulling in, we're getting into the side streets 
closer to the trade center, the people were lining the 
streets. All civilians lining the streets, you know, 


packed with people. 
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I think looking at the map, looked like we 
were on Church. We just were getting ready to pull up, 
getting ready to get out, and the second plane hit, and 
we started getting hit with debris on the top of the 
rig. We were huddled down in the bottom of the rig, 
because -- I mean, we were getting pelted with some 
heavy stuff, and at that time I didn't know that it was 
a second plane. 

I just thought it was a secondary explosion 
from the first building, because I was on the opposite 
side. I was sitting behind the officer, and I couldn't 
see really the top of the towers, but the guys that 
were on that side of the rig, they were able to see, 
and I heard, "Holy, shit!" You know, he screamed, 
because he saw this big fireball, and then all the 
debris. 

You heard the explosion and everything, but I 
saw the big fire ball. The stuff was coming down 
across the street. It looked like a meteor came flying 
across the street. They said it was the engine. I 
don't know what it was. It was a big fireball or 
something from the plane I guess, came from across the 
street in front of our rig, and as we get out of the 


rig, there's a cop, city police officer, in the 
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street. He's telling us, "I'm getting out of here. I 
just saw a rocket." He said he saw it come off the 
Woolworth Building and hit the tower. 

Now I see the two towers are hit. He Says, 
"I just saw a rocket hit that building. I'm getting 
the F out of here. I'm getting out of here." 

And we were like, holy -- I'm saying to 
myself, I didn't even go in yet. They're shooting 
rockets. I don't know what we're doing over here, but 
after I watched it on the news a couple of times, I 
could see it was a piece of the plane or something flew 
off the building and made like a -- it looked -- if you 
didn't see it actually come off the plane, you saw like 
the stream of smoke coming from one building to the 
other, but actually came from the tower, and they 
didn't go the other way, so he swore he saw a rocket, 
but at the time we thought it was a rocket. We 
thought -- I thought we were under attack, and we were 
under attack, naturally, but I thought we were under 
attack in the city. 

You know, I thought guys were in these 
buildings with rockets shooting at the building, and we 
made our way in. We got into the lobby of the Tower 1, 


the first building that got hit. That's where we were 
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Q. So you entered from the courtyard on Church 
Street? 


A. Yeah, we walked through. It was a -- I don't 
know what building it was, but I remember walking 
underneath all the scaffolding. They had the 
scaffolding going over the sidewalks. They must have 
been doing work on one of them. 

I remember walking underneath all of that, 
and they were telling us, be careful of glass going in, 
you Know, look up before we go in this building, make 
sure there is nothing coming down. There's all kinds 
of glass and debris. 

I remember looking up and seeing people 
jumping out, civilians jumping out, you know, and that 
was -- that's something to see, and I remembered as we 
turned, we got onto West Street, going through the 
courtyard we came to the entrance on West Street. I 
could see people jumping out of the second building 
that got hit, and you could see them hitting the ground 
and stuff. 

I mean, it was a distance, but you could see 
it, and we got into the lobby of the first -- the north 


tower, and they were just setting up the command post. 
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I seen them coming in with the briefcase they open up. 
I saw the commissioner in there, Von Essen was in the 
lobby with us at the time, a couple of chiefs. I don't 
know who they were, and they weren't getting names. 

It wasn't like you see guys shaking hands, 
hey, how you doing. Everybody was very serious because 
at this point, we knew we had a problem, and they had 
sent us -- I think it was the B stairwell. We went up 
the B stairwell. They hooked us up with another 
company, going up two companies at a time up the 
stairwell. 

We took our roll-ups, plus extra bottles and 
stuff. We went up the B stairway, and I think they 
were going to send us up the 70th Floor. They were 
looking to establish a communication line. They had 
those phones in the hallways. 

Q. Yes. 

A. That's what they were looking -- our 
assignment was, I guess, to set up a communication line 
in that stairwell, and we were going up about 10, 12 
floors at a time, taking five-minute break. I mean, 
you walking up, and people were coming down one way, we 
were going up the other. 


Civilians were coming down one side of the 
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stairs. We were going up the other. You know, it was 
very orderly, single file. Nobody was really 
panicking. 

Q. Do you remember the company that was with 
you? 

A. I think they said it was -- it might have 
been Engine 1. I'm not sure. I really don't 
remember. I remember talking to the guys after the 
fact, and they said it was Engine i, but I personally 
can't be too sure of that. I don't remember the 
company, but I know they sent us up with another 
company to go up, and we went up to -- like I said, we 
got up to the 10th Floor. We took a break. 

People were handing us bottles of water going 
up, Civilians, words of encouragement and all that 
stuff, good luck, guys. We had a few people -- women 
crying. There was a light haze inside the stairwell. 

Before we got in, all the elevators were 
crashed down in the lobby, and we were going to the 
stairwell. See all the elevators were crashed down, 
big slabs of marble on the floor, all the ceiling tiles 
of the dropped ceiling was falling down, wires 
hanging. 


You see wires and stuff hanging inside the 
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elevator shafts, because the doors were blown right off 
the elevators. There was one body inside the lobby. 
Looked like his legs were chopped off. I don't know 
where he came from, but he had already had a triage tag 
on him. It was a civilian. I don't know where he came 
from, how he died. Looked like his clothes were a 
little burnt up on him, but his legs were chopped off. 
I don't know where he came from, but he had a triage 
tag, so somebody must have tagged him before we got 
there. 

So I can remember we started making our way 
up. We got up about ten floors, and we'd take a break 
and go up another ten floors. We got up to about the 
23rd Floor. We were inside the hallway taking a break, 
and the whole building shakes. I mean violently, like 
earthquake shake. 

Two seconds later the lights go out, and I 
hear guys going, oh, shit. I see guys taking off -- 
firemen, cops. Guys are saying, this building is not 
supposed to shake like this, and I see guys running 
down the stairs, running out of the building, and I 
told my boss. 

I said, "I don't know what we're going to 


do." Usually I don't -- I don't -- I just do whatever 
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the boss tells me, but I was asking him. We're under 
attack. Is that -- we were on the 23rd Floor. There 
were guys in suits up there on the 23rd Floor. Guys 
were telling me there were -- the CIA's got offices on 
the 23rd Floor. I don't know who, but it could have 
been building super. They had a lot of information, 
these guys were giving us. 

They had told us that the Pentagon was hit. 
This was while we were sitting on the 23rd Floor. The 
Pentagon is hit. They hit another place in 
Washington. They shot a plane down, and as we were on 
the 23rd Floor taking a break, they telling us, 
fellows, we just got a report of a third plane headed 
this way, so when the building shook, like that, I 
figured we got hit with another plane, but we found out 
later that was the first building, Tower 2. That was 
the one that was collapsed, so that's what we found 
out. That's what that was. 

And the lights went out, and I was saying -- 
to me it seemed like about five minutes. I heard on 
the radio Mayday, to get out. Everybody out of the 
building. All personnel out of the building, and I 
started -- I just started coming down, and I lost my 


lieutenant. I couldn't find my lieutenant. 
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One of the guys I think in our unit, he went 
down before they gave the order to go down. The only 
one I had with me was -- one of the 14 probies was with 
me. It was me and him, and we were looking for the 
lieutenant, calling the lieutenant on the radio. 
Couldn't find him. He wasn't answering me. I was 
yelling up the stairs. 

We went down four floors at a time, and we 
waited. I waited for him to go down, and then we got 
down to the lobby, and I waited for him. He still 
never came down. I was calling him on the radio, and 
then I saw one of the other guys in our unit, the 
senior guy. He's got about 17, 18 years on the job. I 
told the probie,"Sean," I said, "Let's follow Timmy." 

I said, "Let's regroup with him, see what he wants to 
do." 

He was helping carry a woman with a couple of 
other guys in a chair downstairs, so we walked with 
him. We helped him carry the chair, put the woman in 
the ambulance, and it was the three of us together -- 
me, Timmy Marmion, Sean Brown, together. 

We walked down to -- I guess we got down to 
about -- it was the first block. We got down to Vesey 


Street. It was the first block. Yeah, Vesey. We had 


12 
P. FALLUCCA 


to be on Vesey, and I took my tank off, because I 
figured now I'm clear of all this debris falling down. 
I said "We're out. We're not going back in any more 
till we regroup any way." 

And there was an EMT walking down the 
street. He was carrying a chief. The chief was 
bleeding from the head, and Sean Brown called me. He 
said he grabbed the other shoulder of the chief, and he 
helped carry the chief to the ambulance. I told Sean, 
"Make sure you come back here. Meet back here. This 
way all three of us are together," because we didn't 
know. 

The chauffeur was still out on the street 
somewhere. We didn't know where our chauffeur was. 

The lieutenant, we had no idea where he was. As far as 
we now knew, he was still in the building, and one 
other guy was missing. Let me see. 

He starts walking with the chief to get him 
in the ambulance. Me and Timmy were standing right 
under. We just took our tanks off and our jackets off, 
and that's when the second building came down. It came 
down right behind us. 

So now we started running down West Street 


towards Stuyvesant High School. Take a peek behind. 
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You could see this black cloud coming behind you. You 
couldn't out run it, and you get caught in that black, 
and I felt like the push, you know, from this black 
cloud, and I got myself to the first building before 
Stuyvesant High School, and I seen guys go inside 
there, and I made the turn around the building, and I 
went inside that building, because, I mean, you 
couldn't see your hand in front of your face. 

I was feeling the wall of the building to 
feel my way into the building, and we went inside the 
building. We looked outside the window. It looked 
like midnight at ten o'clock in the morning. 

And then as it settled, we came out, and we 
were trying to regroup with the guys. We found Sean 
again, who helped the chief into an ambulance, and it 
was just the three of us for awhile, and we wound up 
finding our chauffeur, and then we wound up getting -- 
we had everybody together except for the officer. The 
officer wound up still being in the building. 

He was with Ladder 6 on the 4th Floor. He 
survived. He was in the building, and we tried -- we 
asked the chief. They wouldn't let us go back in. 
Once we were out, they said, "You guys were in there 


already. You're not going back in." They wouldn't let 
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us go back in because we were looking, you know, both 
buildings had went down at this point, and we were 
going to see if we could pull people out, find anybody 
still that was alive, and they wouldn't let us go back 
in. They said, "You guys are done." 

So we sat around, and one of the other guys 
had something in his eye. As you're sitting there, you 
feel -- a burning in my chest. I had mud caked up in 
my mouth from inhaling all this stuff. I mean, I ate 
it, never mind inhaled it, and guys came over, anybody 
want to go to the hospital, get checked out. 

So the guy who had scratches, he said he was 
going. I said, you know what, they're not letting us 
go back in. Let me go get checked out. 

And I went -- they took me to St. 
Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital and checked me out, and they 
sent me back to my house a few hours later, and I 
stayed at the firehouse answering phones. 

Q. Just a few questions. 

You mentioned that your officer was with 
Ladder 6, and that you had a radio on. 

Did you hear any of the transmissions from 
Ladder 6? 


A. No, I didn't hear anything from Ladder 6, but 
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on my way down, I heard one transmission that I do 
remember was from Rescue 1. I heard the boss from 
Rescue 1 telling all Rescue 1 members, meet up on the 
40 floor. 

When I was going -- that was when they gave 
the order to get out. I was on my way down. I don't 
know what floor I was on when I heard it, but it was 
fairly high. Had to be like in the high teens, maybe 
20th Floor, just as I was starting to go down. 

They were telling us to go down, and I heard 
Rescue 1 say to meet up, all rescue one members meet up 
on the 40th Floor, and I know all those guys are no 
longer with us any more, so they were somewhere headed 
to the 40th Floor, I would imagine, those guys. 

Q. As far as -- 

A. I heard Maydays given for guys -- guys -- I 
heard of guys passing out. Still missing members I 
heard. This is before anything had collapsed. 

Q. Can you remember any specifics, any specific 
companies? 

A. No, I remember hearing that they found the 
boss from Engine 1. I remember hearing, found an 
officer from Engine 1, possibly DOA. I remember 


hearing that on the radio, but the only real one I can 
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remember where guys were going was Rescue 1. I heard 
them say meet up on the 40th Floor. I heard that 
transmission for Rescue 1. 

Q. And the highest floor that your company, 
Engine 16 got to, was the 23rd? 

A. 23rd Floor. And we were going to go higher, 
but at that time they had ordered us out, and we went 
down. Like I said, I lost -- I mean, there was at that 
point, there was mass chaos. Guys were going up, guys 
were going down. 

My officer, I don't know if he went on one of 
the floors, but however -- he wound up on the 4th 
Floor. When I was coming down, I never saw him. I 
wound up seeing an officer from 65 engine -- like I 
know those guys, because you get detailed in the same 
battalion, and I asked him. 

I said, "Did you see Lieutenant Cross?" 
Lieutenant Cross was my lieutenant that day. I said, 
"Did you see Lieutenant Cross?" And he said, "Yeah, I 
saw him. He's on his way down." He even told me they 
want everybody out of the building. Start heading 
down. I said, "Are you sure you saw him go down?" 
Because I thought maybe this guy is looking for me. I 


don't want this guy to get killed looking for me. 
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And he said, "No, I saw him. He's on his way 
down," and I said, "You sure?" He said, "Yeah, he's on 
his way down. Come on, let's start going down." That 
was Piambino from 65 engine. He told me that. So TI 
said all right. 

I went down to the lobby, and I was standing 
in the lobby. At that point, the lobby was a ghost 
town. There was nobody in the lobby. There was no 
more command center in the lobby. There was nothing. 

Every window in the place on the bottom floor 
was broken. When we first got there, just the windows 
when we went in there were broken, but the windows in 
the back of the lobby were -- there wasn't a window in 
the bottom of the lobby, and it was empty, the lobby. 

I didn't see anybody, and, I mean, you just had the 
guys -- trails of guys, dribs and drabs of guys coming 
down the stairways coming out of the building. That 
was it. 

I mean, I saw all these guys. I remember 
seeing all the rigs in front of the building. There 
were rugs underneath that north bridge, because when I 
got -- we put the woman in the ambulance, when we came 
out, the ambulance was parked under the north bridge. 


I don't know if they ever made it out alive or not, if 
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they survived or not. 

Q. Do you remember any of the companies that 
were parked under there? 

A. I remember seeing -- when we were going in, I 
remember seeing 6 truck, because I remember seeing 
them -- they got the tiller rig with the dragon on it, 
and a friend of mine that I worked with over here, he 
had just transferred to 6 truck. He was working that 
day at 6 truck, and I remember seeing Squad 18 going 
in. 

Who else? I remember seeing 6 truck going in 
when we first went in. They were parked right in front 
just past the north bridge. 

Q. As people were exiting the building with you, 
was everybody going north or were some going south? 

A. I think people were going any which way they 
could get out pretty much, and then we got out, and we 
went north because we had the woman. I followed Timmy 
at that point. I was following the senior guy in the 
engine at that point. 

I couldn't find the lieutenant, so I said 
let's go with him. You know what I mean? I got two 
years on the job. I figured he's the best shot. I 


don't know whatever he wanted to do. I mean, if he 
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would have said, come on, we're going back in the 
building, I probably would have went back in the 
building. 

I was just at that point -- I was lost, to be 
honest. I didn't Know what to do. We left our 
roll-ups and our -- I had the standpipe position at 
that point, and I left all that up on the 23rd Floor. 

I just took my tank with me. 

When they told us to get out, that was our 
only order. I didn't know what to do. I knew we 
weren't going to put a fire out over there. It was 
roaring. You could see from the FDR. You could see 
the thing was going, thick, black smoke. You could see 
floors of fire. I mean, you see it on the news. You 
could see the whole thing was burning. 

We went with him, and that's where it pretty 
much ended for us until I got caught in that cloud of 
debris when it hit, that cloud, you know, blowing all 
over the place, but that was it. 

Q. Is there anything else that you can think of 
that might be pertinent? 

A. When I came out, all the people that I saw in 
the lobby, I remember seeing a guy filming in the 


lobby. There was a guy with a video camera in the 
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Q. Fireman? Civilian? 
A. He look like -- you know, might have been a 


light-duty guy. He looked like he had a firemen 
uniform, but he didn't have bunker gear on. He just 
had the coat on and blue pants. It looked like a 
fireman, but it didn't look like -- he wasn't 

wearing -- he didn't have bunker gear on, and he wasn't 
wearing a helmet. Just he had a camera, and I remember 
him filming with a camera, and it wasn't like the 
amateur ones. It looked like a professional looking 
camera that he had. 

I remember guys -- when we got out, I had 
heard that the other building collapsed, but I didn't 
know the extent of the collapse. I thought maybe it 
was a partial collapse, part of it broke off, floors 
collapsed, and I can remember coming out and seeing, 
you know, the ribs to the towers sticking in the 
street, but the front of West Street in front of the 
north tower was clear. 

I walked out and didn't have a problem. 

There was nothing in my way to walk out. Just that 
layer of powder in the street, four to six inches of 


powder, that dust or whatever it was, papers and stuff 
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like that in the street. That was it. 

When you see people coming -- like I said, 
everybody was coming down. There were firemen coming 
down when I came down, but nothing that I can remember 
vividly. 

Even all the civilians, I only remember one 
Civilian because I saw him on the news. He was the 
blind guy with the dog. That is the only one -- if I 
had to pick somebody out of a lineup, I could probably 
pick that guy out of the lineup, because I remember 
petting the dog on the way up. He said the seeing-eye 
dog coming down the stairs. 

That's the only guy, but otherwise, I can't 
remember too much faces. Two years on the job, you 
don't know that many people. I was on the rotation. I 
was only there just under a year, so I recognized the 
guys that were in the battalion, you know, cause you 
get detailed, but the rescue, I did hear that 
transmission about the rescue, and I remember hearing 
the transmission about finding the officer from Engine 
1, but that was it. 

I remember seeing some people jumping and 
pretty much... 


BATTALION CHIEF MC GRATH: I want to thank 
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you very much for the interview. I'm sure some of 
the information will be very, very helpful. 
The time is 11:46. This interview took place 


in the quarters of Engine 153 in Staten Island. 


